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ASAVIC urges PM to be fair and transparent in refugee intake

The Australian Syria Association Victoria (ASAVIC) warmly welcomes the announcement of
the Australian government to resettle 12,000 Syrian refugees into Australia. Even though this
number is far from the actual need, it shows good intention on behalf of the Australian
government and its counterparts in Europe to help alleviate the burden on the Syria’s
neighboring countries.
However, the ASA-VIC is unhappy and shocked by the way that the anti-Muslim backbencher
and some Senate leaders claimed that Christian minorities are the most vulnerable and
persecuted people in Syria and that they should be given priority. As we continue to watch in
horror, the Assad regime and their allies continue their brutal attack and bombardment of Syrian
civilians. Rockets, chemicals and explosive barrels do not differentiate Syrians based on their
ethnic or religious background. All Syrians are humans and should be treated equally and fairly.
The Syrian Humanitarian crisis is completing its fifth year with more than 12 million of refugees
inside and outside Syria who were brutally persecuted, and it is very sad to undermine their
needs to be safe just because they are Muslims. Discriminating against Muslims in this crisis is
unjust, contradicts with the Australian values, and is against the humanitarian proposal to help
the Syrians in their crisis.
We strongly urge the Australian government to reconsider its policy regarding the intake of
Syrian refugees and open the doors to all Syrian refugees on a non-discriminatory basis. We
believe that every Syrian has the right to seek refuge in Australia if their case is genuine.
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